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Preface 
The VIII Simposium sobre polinomios ortogonales y aplicaciones was held at the University of 
Sevilla (Spain) on September 22-26, 1997. It followed the previous international conferences 
dedicated to orthogonal polynomials in Bar-le-Duc (1984), Segovia (1986), Columbus (1989), Erice 
(1990), Granada (1991), Evian-Les-Bains (1992) and Delft (1994). The Conference had also its roots 
in the Spanish symposia on orthogonal polynomials held during the last decade. 
The scientific program consisted of ten invited lectures and 87 research seminars, which covered 
the field of orthogonal polynomials and related topics such as moment problems, special functions, 
rational approximation, matrix orthogonal polynomials, Sobolev orthogonality, as well as its 
applications in other areas of mathematics, physics and other sciences. 
This volume contains the papers that were accepted for publication after an ordinary refereeing 
process; we thank the referees for their work. Also we thank the scientific ommittee (Christian 
Berg, Jose J. Guadalupe, Guillermo L. Lagomasino, Francisco Marcellan, Jesus Sanchez Dehesa 
and Walter Van Assche) for their cooperation, as well as the local organising committee and other 
collaborators. 
The Symposium was possible thanks to the financial aid of the following sponsors: Direcci6n 
General de Ensefianza Superior (Ministerio de Educaci6n y Cultura), Consejeria de Educacion 
y Ciencia de la Junta de Andalucia, Universidad e Sevilla (Vicerrectorado de Investigaci6n and 
Extensi6n Universitaria) 
The social program included a welcome drink offered in the main building of the University 
F/tbrica de Tabacos, a guided visit to the Cathedral, Giralda, Barrio de Santa Cruz and Los Reales 
Alcazares, a conference banquet in the gardens of Villa Luisa and a flamenco show in Los Gallos. 
Finally, I would like to express my enormous gratitude to my collaborator and the secretary of 
the conference, Pedro Lopez-Rodriguez, for their aid. 
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